Why ‘Civil Society’?

When Framework first started in 1985 it made sense to talk about ‘non-profit’ organisations. Now, the distinction between ‘for-profit’ and ‘non-profit’ is not so clear cut. For example, we see social enterprises as a key element of a vibrant society. They aim to make a profit, but for the benefit of the communities they serve. 
We think it makes sense for Framework to adopt the inclusive and positive term ‘Civil Society’ to describe the range of organisations with which we work. But what do we mean by ‘civil society’?

Civil society refers to the arena of collective action around shared interests, purposes and values. Civil society comprises all civic organisations, associations and networks which occupy the 'social space' between the family and the state (except for businesses and political parties) and who come together to advance their common interests through collective action. 
Civil society is a wonderfully diverse term that includes volunteer groups and charitable organisations, NGOs, networks, community groups, women’s organisations, faith-based groups, non-profit think-tanks, trades unions, professional associations, 'issue-based' activist groups, arts and culture groups, social movements, advocacy groups, sports clubs and workers' associations! 
Framework has worked with almost all of these civil society organisations and we view all of them as potential clients in the future.
Of course, Framework will also continue to work with national and local government as we have done over our more than twenty year history.
